io      BEYOND THE PALE OF THE RAILWAY
of zouave jacket. The waistcoat, the lappets of the jacket,
and the pockets of the trousers are often adorned with
braiding; and the rough frieze of which the dress is com-
posed is generally blue, black or brown. Sheepskin jackets
are often worn in winter time.
On their heads they wear sometimes an Arab head cloth,
sometimes a Turkish fez, sometimes the conical felt cap
of the Kurds and Syrians, either with or without a turban,
In cold weather they swathe the ends of their turbans about
their faces, muffling themselves up to the eyes and making
themselves look even more complete ruffians than they
did before.
The officials and well-to-do classes wear what they con-
sider to be European costume, but always top it off with a
fez.
One of the first impressions which besets a traveller in
these parts is the reality of the curse of BabeL For a
curse it is most emphatically, though some of our home-
bred cranks would appear to regard it as a blessing; and
it is devoutly to be wished that all those crack-brained
politicians who are seeking to promote the revival of Erse
and Gaelic and Cymric might be awarded some practical
experience of the realization of their dreams. The Swiss
boasted that he had three native languages; but the in-
habitants of Asiatic Turkey are provided with at least six,
Arabic is dominant on the plains; Syriac and Kurdish
in the mountains ; Armenian on the plateaus to the north-
ward ; and Greek in western Asia Minor. Turkish, except
in Anatolia, is only the official language; but we suppose
it deserves recognition along with the other five* Naturally
each of these main stems branches off into dialects by the
score; and if these are to be reckoned separately the
Turkish Empire is still as polyglot as that of Nebuchad-
nezzar himself,
No one of course speaks all the languages; but no one
can get on at all comfortably without speaking a minimum
of two- That number will probably enable him at least
to find an interpreter in most oi the villages which favour
the four remaining tongues.